
 City of St. Petersburg 
Legislative Affairs & Intergovernmental Relations Committee 

October 27, 2022 – 2:30 PM 
City Hall, Room 100 

 
Members: Committee Chair Brandi Gabbard, Committee Vice-Chair Ed 

Montanari, Council Member Lisset Hanewicz, and Council Chair 
Gina Driscoll 

Alternate: Council Member Deborah Figgs-Sanders 
Support Staff:   Kimberly Amos– City Council Legislative Aide 
 
1) Call to Order 
 
2) Approval of Agenda 
 
3) Approval of March 24, 2022 & May 19, 2022 Minutes 
 
4) New Business – October 27, 2022 

 
a) Current Status in Washington D.C. – Robert Diamond, Capitol Counsel, LLC 
b) Tallahassee Forecast – Laura Boehmer, The Southern Group 
c) Discussion of 2023 State Legislative Priorities 

 
 

 
Upcoming Meeting Dates 
December 08, 2022 – 2023 State Legislative Priorities with St. Petersburg Delegation Members 

 

Attachments: 
Support Material for New Business Items 
Pending and Continuing Referral List 
2022 City Council Legislative Priorities List 
 



 

City of St. Petersburg 
Legislative Affairs and Intergovernmental Relations Committee 

March 24, 2022 Meeting Minutes 
City Hall, Room 100 

 
Present: Committee Chair Brandi Gabbard, Committee Vice-Chair Ed Montanari, Council Chair Gina 

Driscoll, Council Member Lisset Hanewicz, and Council Member Deborah Figgs-Sanders 
(alternate) 

 
Absent: None 

Also Present: Assistant City Attorney Jane Wallace, Special Projects Manager Doyle Walsh, Government 
Affairs Director John Rodriguez, Capitol Alliance Group Managing Partner Dr. Jeffrey Sharkey, Interim City 
Administrator Tom Greene, Planning and Development Director Elizabeth Abernethy, and City Clerk Assistant 
Paul Traci  

Support Staff: Kimberly Amos – City Council Legislative Aide 

1. Call to Order – 10:30 AM  
2. Approval of Agenda - CM Montanari motioned for approval. All voted in favor. 
3. Approval of February 17, 2022 Minutes – CM Driscoll motioned for approval. All voted in favor. 
4. New Business – March 24, 2022 

Bill Priority Update - Dr. Jeff Sharkey, Capitol Alliance Group Managing Partner 
Dr. Sharkey began with discussion of the recently approved budget of $112 billion dollars, with $8 billion in 
reserves. Reviewed impact of SB 1194 - local tax referenda requirements will need to occur during general 
elections. Summarized successful appropriations requests: Carter G. Woodson Museum, the USF 
Environmental Oceanographic Sciences Center of Excellence, the USF Center for Nursing, the Holocaust 
Museum, red tide management grants, the Science Center and STEAM program, additional funds for the 2nd 
DCA, and derelict vessel removal grants. 
 
Discussion continued with affordable housing updates, the Hometown Heroes program received $100 million 
for down payments and mortgage assistance for essential services personnel, funds will be pulled from the 
SAIL portion of the Sadowski funding. Pinellas County should receive $9.3 million dollars in SHIP funding and 
St. Pete should receive $2.5 million. Chair Gabbard asked Dr. Sharkey for information on local appropriation of 
SAIL funds, he explained developers must go through Florida Housing and approval of projects impacts what 
amount is received for areas. The ad valorem legislation did not pass but the mixed-use residential development 
did, providing zoning flexibility (SB 962). 
 
Priority bills discussion began with HB 323 - derelict vessel removal, updates in this session expanded the types 
of vessels that can be labeled at risk and provided the FWC and local marine patrol with more tools to remove. 
Additionally, SB 606 provides guidelines and restrictions for liveries and rental capabilities. SB 264 on 
Firefighter Inquiry and Investigations passed early on and positively. The Homestead Tax Exemption 
amendment will go on the ballot in November providing an additional $50,000 in exemption for teachers, first 
responders, and active military if passed by voters. In Home Rule related legislation, SB 280 died, SB 620 has 
passed but the bill was amended across the session providing a number of exemptions. Unfortunately enough 
movement did not occur on any of the private sewer laterals, condo safety, or reef resiliency bills to pass them.  
 



 

Chair Gabbard asked Planning and Development Director Elizabeth Abernethy to review SB 518 and SB 620 
for impacts to St. Petersburg. Ms. Abernethy explained that SB 518 refines the preemption on tree pruning, 
trimming, and removal applying to single family residential homes. Language was clarified on the types of trees 
qualifying for removal without a permit if deemed as posing an unacceptable risk with assessment from a 
certified arborist. For SB 620, the legislation does not apply to anything under Chapter 16 land development 
regulations, but it will impact other ordinances in the future, such as changes made to the noise ordinance.  
 
CM Gabbard asked Government Affairs Director John Rodriguez if he had additional updates, Mr. Rodriguez 
shared that administration was evaluating all bills anticipated to be signed for opportunity to show support for 
or disapproval of, input from the committee is welcomed. 
 
Committee Vice-Chair Montanari asked Dr. Sharkey where the Governor stands on SB 620, Dr. Sharkey 
answered the bill has gathered support and he anticipates the Governor will not oppose it. CM Montanari asked 
for an explanation on returning messages for SB 1702, Dr. Sharkey explained the bill went back and forth 
between the House and Senate with amendments and sat waiting on the calendar and the session ended before it 
was scheduled for return. CM Montanari asked if a special session may be called for building inspections or 
property insurance matters that weren’t addressed to which Dr. Sharkey replied it was unlikely to happen. CM 
Montanari asked for details on the appropriations requests for the USF Florida Center of Nursing and the USF 
Nursing expansion, Dr. Sharkey replied he would follow up with additional information by email.  
 
Council Chair Driscoll expressed disappointment for the lack of movement in condo inspections and safety 
measures and asked what can be done to act on a local level with further discussion being brought to an 
applicable committee. CM Driscoll asked Ms. Abernethy if SB 644 / HB 423 may raise ideas for possible 
amendments to building regulations. Ms. Abernethy stated final language review was needed and if ordinance 
changes were applicable then a request for committee discussion would be made.  
 
Ms. Abernethy brought up HB 7049 – Legal Notices, effective January 1, 2023, allowing local governments to 
publish on a website rather than a newspaper which could save considerable budget dollars, coordination with 
legal and the clerk’s office would be needed.  
 
CM Gabbard requested to take a proactive approach for next session as it relates to property insurance, condo 
safety issues, and affordable housing by discussing with our local delegates and seeking advice on how best to 
move forward. CM Gabbard asked for updates on transportation funding, Dr. Sharkey responded a new 
Secretary is coming in, but the department appears to remain committed to progress, CM Gabbard asked for 
continued tracking of the issue.  
 
CM Gabbard brought up appropriations for the Science Center, including an earmark for Pathfinders and 
expressed concerns that a feasibility study on the building had not been brought back to Council nor is there an 
agreement with Pathfinders as an entity in place and asked Interim City Administrator Tom Greene to provide 
an update. Mr. Greene stated Council voted to utilize Weeki Wachee funding to explore options, a conditions 
assessment is in progress, and a feasibility study will be next with anticipated completion by the end of May. 
The feasibility study will involve two components: turning over the shell facility for an organization to occupy 
and operate as well as what will be needed to do improvements for the facility to be ready to operate, once 
available this information will be brought back to committee. CM Driscoll brought up that remediation of the 
building has already been occurring with obvious improvements and that funding for the non-profits was done 
with clarity that there is not an agreement with the city in place.  
 
CM Gabbard asked Mr. Greene to speak on federal budget updates and work with Congressman Crist’s office, 
Mr. Greene stated the requests have been strategic to maximize probability to get funded and possibly free up 
dollars for additional projects and invited Special Projects Manager Doyle Walsh to expand. Mr. Walsh briefed 



 

the committee that the Federal budget was recently approved, and Congressman Crist’s office was providing 
guidance for community funding projects, one requirement is community support so City Council opinion and 
support will be sought. CM Gabbard asked the committee if they would like to add an additional LAIR meeting 
in May or June to discuss Federal issues, CM Figgs-Sanders expressed support. Mr. Walsh informed the 
committee the deadline may occur prior to that meeting, CM Gabbard suggested a recap at the April meeting 
and adding a May meeting to discuss further. CM Figgs-Sanders asked Mr. Walsh for clarification on the 
timeline between receiving information on what can be applied for and when the list must be finalized. Mr. 
Walsh responded the program was new and it is anticipated to be about a month, possibly closer to six weeks.   
 
CM Gabbard asked CM Driscoll if she would like to make a motion to ask legal to draft a resolution for a 
countywide approach for regulations on condo safety or if she planned to bring that discussion to another 
committee. CM Driscoll stated she would be pulling together information to support and then submitting a New 
Business Item to refer to a committee. CM Gabbard raised the point that a referral list for the LAIR Committee 
should be developed, and this item will give the opportunity to do so.  

CM Gabbard adjourned the meeting at 11:41 am  



 

City of St. Petersburg 
Legislative Affairs and Intergovernmental Relations Committee 

May 19, 2022 Meeting Minutes 
City Hall, Room 100 

 
Present: Committee Chair Brandi Gabbard, Committee Vice-Chair Ed Montanari, Council Member 

Copley Gerdes 
 
Absent: Council Chair Gina Driscoll, Council Member Lisset Hanewicz 

Also Present: Senator Jeff Brandes, Senator Darryl Rouson, Representative Ben Diamond, Representative 
Michele Rayner, District 69 Legislative Aide Tara Armetta, Assistant City Attorney Jane Wallace, City 
Administrator Rob Gerdes, and City Clerk Assistant Paul Traci  

Support Staff: Kimberly Amos – City Council Legislative Aide 

1. Call to Order – 8:08 AM  
2. Approval of Agenda  
3. Approval of March 24, 2022 Minutes  
4. New Business – May 19, 2022 

Legislative Wrap Up with St. Petersburg Delegation Members – Senator Jeff Brandes, Senator Darryl 
Rouson, Representative Ben Diamond, Representative Michele Rayner, District 69 Aide Tara Armetta 

Senator Rouson expressed the need for legislative work in the areas of property insurance, affordable housing, 
and mental health awareness. Celebrated successes during this session, including the passing of Senate Bills 282 
& 1110, and amendment to Senate Bill 768. Highlighted funding dollars brought back to the area and relayed 
the impact the redistricting process had on both Representative and Senate seats. Committee Chair Gabbard 
asked how long the upcoming special session for property insurance would last, Senator Rouson responded it is 
scheduled for five days but previous sessions did not use the full allotment of time.  

Representative Rayner emphasized the need for comprehensive relief on property insurance costs for residents. 
Her office is working collaboratively to bring a Center for Trauma to the area to bring restorative healing to 
victims of crime. Highlighted bringing $100 million dollars to the area to support efforts for Piney Point 
disaster. CM Gabbard asked if the Center for Trauma was an appropriation, Representative Rayner responded 
the budget has yet to be signed but it was sponsored by Senator Rouson. Senator Rouson added a highlight of 
bringing money back for the Science Center, CM Gabbard asked administration if the feasibility study in 
progress for the Science Center was still on track to be released late summer to which City Administrator Rob 
Gerdes stated yes.  

Representative Diamond celebrated work during this session including an appropriation for USF St. Pete, 
flexible funding policies for transportation from the FDOT, and additional support services for veterans. 
Highlighted progress on a long running initiative to provide resiliency and infrastructure support to the State of 
Florida, additionally a Chief Resilience Officer position was created with the passing of this legislation. 
Discussed work needing to occur within the insurance special session, roofing fraud issues, rate relief, and 
building a competitive market.   
 
District 69 Legislative Aide Tara Armetta provided a recap on behalf of Representative Linda Chaney, 
emphasizing progress on affordable housing initiatives, environmental protections, tourism development, and 



 

mental health services. Reviewed appropriations requests that are in the budget awaiting signature by the 
Governor. Discussed work on derelict vessel removals, red tide research, state park improvements, and listed 
the upcoming tax holiday packages.  
 
Senator Brandes discussed increasingly growing concerns with the property insurance market and the 
implications that inaction on the issue would create. Expressed his desire to see continued partnerships with 
USF St. Pete and St. Petersburg College to develop a College of Nursing hybrid, addressing the needs that 
nursing shortages have created. 
 
Committee Chair Gabbard shared concerns for the insurance market and asked the delegation if there is any 
consideration to holding off on depopulating Citizen’s policies prior to the private market stabilizing. Senator 
Brandes explained the financial gap existing between Citizens and private sector rates is substantial enough that 
thresholds would not be triggered that allow Citizens to drop renewal offers. CM Gabbard expressed relief that 
residents would have insurance but agreed the goal is for the market to stabilize for flexibility in coverage 
options. CM Montanari asked what issues could realistically be solved during the special session. Senator 
Brandes identified the litigation issues related to roofing claims as a major driver for increased costs across the 
market and is hopeful solutions are discussed.  
 
CM Gabbard closed the meeting thanking the delegation for joining the conversation and asked for continued 
partnership to develop nursing programs as well as smart legislation providing advocacy for those needing care.       

CM Gabbard adjourned the meeting at 9:11 am  
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The Southern Group was established in 1999 in Tallahassee and was built on the simple but powerful concept
that clients could be best served by hiring the most accomplished professionals from government and politics,
arming them with advocacy skills, and deploying them as a highly motivated and coordinated team. 
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2023 PRIORITIES

Housing Insurance Resiliency



 

LEADERSHIP

 



2022

2023

Organization Session, Interim Committee Week
Schedule revealed, Committee appointment process

Work with legislative partners to develop legislative
strategy and begin drafting bills

JANUARY AND
FEBRUARY

Interim Committee Weeks

MARCH 7th Regular Session convenes 12:00 noon; deadline for
filing bills (including House Appropriations Projects)
for introduction

MAY 12th 60th day - last day of Regular Session

 LEGISLATIVE SCHEDULE

P R O J E C T E D  2 0 2 3  
I N T E R I M  C O M M I T T E E  W E E K S

January 9 - 13
January 16 - 20
January 23 - 27

February 6 - 10
February 20 - 24

MID SEPTEMBER State agencies and the judicial branch submit
Legislative Budget Requests

NOVEMBER-
DECEMBER

Veto PeriodMAY - JUNE



QUESTIONS?



Topic Return Date Date of 
Referral Prior Meeting Referred by Staff Notes

Discussion on tax incentives for 
Accessory Dwelling Units (ADUs) as a 
priority for the 2023 legislative session

10/27/22 4/21/22 CM Hanewicz

Upcoming Dates: 5/19, 10/27, 12/08

Legislative Affairs and Intergovernmental Relations Committee Pending & Continuing Referral List 10/21/22



 
St Petersburg City Council  

2022 State Legislative Priorities 
 
 
Support the role of local governments: 

“The most precious powers a city in Florida has are its Home Rule powers which were established 
when the Legislature adopted the Home Rule Powers Act in 1973. The ability to establish its form of 
government through its charter, and to then enact ordinances, codes, plans and resolutions without 
prior state approval is a tremendous authority. To further be able to enforce them “at home” and to 
make necessary changes as a city grows is a great reflection of the trust that citizens have in their 
respective city leaders.” - Florida League of Cities  

● Oppose any legislation that would remove a local governments ability to install pedestrian and 
bicycle safety warning devices proven to reduce fatalities and serious injuries for our most 
vulnerable road users. 

● SB280/HB403 Oppose legislation prohibit local governments from passing and enforcing 
ordinances, requiring a business impact statement before passing such ordinances, and 
authorizing courts to assess and award attorney fees and costs and damages in certain civil 
actions filed against local governments.  

● Support an amendment to Florida Statute 553.80 that creates an allowance for the use of 
excess building permit funds to be used for the cost of permitting for affordable housing.  
 
 

Education: 
● In the quest for St Petersburg to become a City of Education, we ask that our delegation 

support initiatives put forward by our Collegiate and University partners in their quest of 
funding for new programs and increased enrollment. 

● Request that the legislature follows through on their promise to support USFSP and follow the 
law of consolidation, provide adequate funding, revisit enrollment requirements that 
disproportionately affect minority communities, and support autonomy. 

● Support any endeavors to bring a Collegiate High School to St Petersburg. 
● Support any appropriation bills geared toward the creation and rehabilitation of the Science 

Center and the advancement of the Challenger Learning Center in St Petersburg  
 

 
 
 
 



Private Laterals: 
● HB303/SB608 - Monitor legislation that would require counties and municipalities to establish a 

sanitary sewer lateral inspection program; and provide parameters for such a program 
including potential funding to assist residents with requirements. 
 

Vessel Safety Revision: 
● HB323/SB494 – Support proposed revisions to the FWC agency bill, providing additional 

guidance used to determine vessels at risk of becoming derelict and authorizing the commission 
to establish programs to provide grants to local governments.  

Support First Responders: 
● HB31/SB264 – Support legislation allowing firefighters due process during inquiries and 

investigations 
● HB117/SB774 – Support legislation providing additional communicable and infectious disease 

coverage for first responders 

Building Code: 
● Monitor legislation regarding inspections for older structures in light of the Surfside tragedy. 

 
Transportation Funding: 

● Support legislation that would provide flexibility to transportation funding allowing for 
solutions that alleviate the restrictions on widening roadways in our highly developed urban 
areas. Flexibility is crucial to allow for development and improvements to multiuse trails, 
pedestrian & bicycle facilities, and public transit services. Investments in technological solutions 
that improve the flow of traffic would provide instrumental positive impacts to our city. 

 
 

 Additional Funding Priorities: 
 

● Support all appropriation bills concerning the University of South Florida Interdisciplinary Center of 
Excellence in Environmental and Oceanographic Studies at the USF St Petersburg Campus. 
 

● Fund all Initiatives coming from the Florida Fish and Wildlife Red Tide Task Force and any red tide 
research study opportunities for the USFSP College of Marine Science and Eckerd College. 

 
● Support all appropriation requests for the creation of the Woodson African American Museum of 

Florida. 
 

● Support increased funding to assist local governments with improved Infrastructure Initiatives such as 
seawalls, bridges, sidewalks, and other improvements.  
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